BRANSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE BRANSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING held in the Branoc Hall Social Room (Village Hall) on
THURSDAY 16th November 2017 at 19.30hrs.
PRESENT: Cllrs Bass, Fastnedge, Walford-Howell, Lambert, Cox, Evans, Pike,
Powell and Shaw (DCC)
NO. OF PUBLIC: 1
APOLOGIES: Cllrs White, Pook, PC Adam Speers (D&C Police)
PRESS: None
CLERK IN ATTENDANCE: Gail Llewellyn
PUBLIC SPEAKING: None
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: Parish Council meeting held on 5th
October 2017, which were previously circulated, were agreed and signed by the
Chairman as a true record.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST: None
POLICE AND NATIONAL TRUST REPORT
Police:
Good reading, up until 30/10/17, when Mr Miller had his trailer stolen.
We have been trying to do some checks / enquiries around our patch to raise
awareness that some of these people are around and to check on their items /
report any suspicious activity. Other than that, it is positive news.
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National Trust:
Sarah Baker from the NT e-mailed to let us know that the new Lead Ranger, Rob
Skinner who will be starting in December. Rob is currently working as an Area
Ranger for the Trust on the Quantock & Blackdown Hills & will bring with him a
wealth of experience, having spent over 10 years working in Countryside
Management. We are all looking forward to him starting.
MATTERS ARISING
Bulb Planting – The Clerk advised that she had e-mailed Abi Fuell after
discussing this at the Harvest meeting and is awaiting a response. Cllr Powell
offered to take this forward before the planting season got too late and will
contact the school. She suggested that the wild daffodils may be better to plant
and will advise of progress. Suggested locations:
• the footpath to the school
• Fountain Head Garden area
• Coronation Gardens
• Outside the Church by the bench
It was suggested that 500 bulbs would be sufficient.
Bus Stop Bench – Stephen Kelly (DCC) e-mailed on 1st November 2017 in
response to an e-mail sent by the Clerk on 21st September 2017. He advised
that the verge is not owned by DCC so we cannot give permission for the bench,
however if the owners of the land which is Fosseway Developments do give
permission then the visibility from the junction at Mill Lane must be free from
obstructions.
Visibility splays should be clear of any obstructions that are higher than 300mm
above the channel level. This will then allow any planting to grow a further
300mm, but in any case, the overall height should never exceed 600mm at any
time of year. Vertical obstructions to visibility such as lamp columns and trees will
be accepted provided that in combination they do not create a solid visual barrier.
As long as visibility is not compromised then we would not have an issue, but we
cannot give permission as it is not DCC land.
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The Clerk obtained 3 prices for benches and this was circulated to Members.
After discussion it was decided that the bench from Broxap – Northchapel Bench
at a price of £348.00 inc. delivery plus VAT would be purchased. Cllr Bass
offered to install the bench and requested installation instructions. Before
purchase the Clerk is to write to Fosseway Developments to obtain their
permission to put the bench in.
Play Equipment – Helen Fielden informed via e-mail dated 20th October 2017 that she will
be discussing the equipment phasing at a meeting to be held on 7th November 2017. The
Clerk will e-mail her for an update.
Post Office – Helen Fielden informed via e-mail dated 23rd October 2017 that
this is now resolved for the time being.
Defibrillator – It was agreed that it would be a good idea to obtain one to be
located at the Fountain Head. Cllr Bass has spoken to the Landlord and he has
agreed to this with the location to be agreed. The Clerk will obtain prices etc.
Parishes Together Fund Air Ambulance Night Landing – The Clerk advised
that she had received a response back from DAA but unfortunately this has
disappeared from her inbox. She is chasing again for a response but from
memory she advised that it may be possible to have the field behind the village
hall as a landing site. We await a response.
PLANNING
Planning Update – The update was noted.
Appeals - None
Planning Applications –
• 17/2382/FUL – Edge Farm Stables Branscombe Seaton EX12 3BL – Proposed farm dwelling – After a full discussion with the following comments:
o Cllr Bass – it is on a raised elevation on the village
o Cllr Cox – the dwelling position would preferably be in line with the
stables
o Cllr Bass – we could ask for it to be less in the middle of the field
o Cllr Walford-Howell – asked if the lie of the land was flat
o Cllr Bass – advised that it is reasonably so.
It was proposed to support the application by Cllr Evans and seconded by
Cllr Walford-Howell with All In Favour.
Enforcement – None
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE - East Devon District Council Infrastructure
Delivery Plan – This was noted.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS:
Cllr Shaw (DCC) –Cllr Shaw provided a report below with the following update:
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•

Hospital issue is at a standstill. Seaton beds are now closed, the rest of
the hospital is used for clinics, there is no guarantees as there is still a
shortage of money.

•

Highway issues – he advised there are none directly affecting
Banscombe.

•

Broadband - Rural broadband issues are still a problem and he is now on
a working group to monitor the roll out of the programme of improvements.

•

Mobile phone issues are ongoing with O2 withdrawing their App at the end
of the month.

•

School funding – we are losing £33/pupil, not being supported by Devon
County Council therefore sustaining pressures

•

Local policing review – withdrawing some PCSO due to funding cuts, the
number overall will be less. There will be local instead of neighbourhood
policing and we won’t necessarily have an officer in our area. They are
encouraging more people to become specials. Cllr Bass advised that
there may be no more Wednesday sessions as they are spread thinly.

•

DCC are supporting plastic free coastlines

•

20mph speed limits – DCC are reviewing these.

Village Hall – Cllr Pike advised that there is a Christmas Fair on 2nd December.
Cllr Powell said she would have a word with the Fountain Head regarding the
mulled wine recipe. Cllr Bass said that if there were any need for help with the
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wine etc., to let him know.
HIGHWAYS:
Notification of Road Closure o/s Wootans 5th to 10th Feb. 2018 – this was noted, Cllr Bass also
advised that there is likely to be another one in the new year for thatching works.
Branscombe and Seaton Traffic Group 25th September 2017 – Cllr Cox reported that nothing
seemed to have been done from the reported issues and Cllr Shaw advised that he would try and set
up a meeting with Stephen Kelly, the Clerk to send him Cllr Bass and Cox’s email addressed. The
next Traffic Group meeting is on 22nd January 2018.
Northern Lane – Cllr Shaw e-mail dated 26th October 2017 – nothing further has been done.
Storage of furniture on highway – David Lamb email dated 10th October 2017 and email’s to
Steve Kelley asking for this to be dealt with. – The Clerk advised that she had a quiet word with
the resident and he apologised and advised he would not do this again.
FOOTPATHS: Nothing reported.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Telephone Kiosk Contract of sale – Cllr Bass advised that they should not sign
the contract until we knew more about if BT could provide the wifi we want.
CPRE Devon request to join organisation – 16th October 2017 letter – Cllr
Lambert advised that his family had been members for many years and would
recommend that the Council join. He proposed that we join for a fee of £36/year,
7 were in favour 1 abstained, the motion was carried to join CPRE. The Clerk
would prepare the necessary paperwork.

FINANCE:
Finance Update 2017/18 – the Clerk advised the following:
Grand Total
£30,799.63
Total Income for the year
£7,927.34
Total Expenditure for the year
£2,413.43
Balance for the year
£5,513.91
Cheques –
Chq. No. 970 - Clerks Wages and expenses
Chq. No. 971 – HMRC PAYE
Chq. No. 972 – British Region – Wreath
PART B MATTER – None
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£1,087.34
£132.50
£20.00

MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD WITH PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN:
Computerised Maps – Chris Bass e-mail
Cllr Bass explained that Chris Bass has offered to prepare a digital map of the
village with information on it. The following was agreed to be a good first start to
it:
• House names and property locations
• Post codes
• Car Parks
• Defibrillator locations
• Footpaths
It was agreed that this was a good idea and the Clerk will discuss with Chris
Bass on a way forward.
The next meeting is due on 7th December 2017 @ 19:30 in Branoc Hall (Village
Hall). Meeting closed at 20.55hrs

Signed……………………………………………..… Date …………….………..
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